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DETAILED ACTION 

Reasons for Allowance 
1. The following is ah examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: With respM 

,0 claims 1-8, the pnor art searched and of record neither anticipates nor suggests 
an inege forming device for forming l^ges on sheets, the image forming device 
comprising: a ^in body and a sheet-supply cassette attachable to and detachable from 
the n^in body, the sheet-supply cassette including: a guide that guides edges of sheets 
housed in th. sh.«-supply cassette, the guide being movable to change position in 
accordance with size of housed sheets: a cam abutment portion that moves to a 
position that corresponds to the position of the guide: a cam with a cam surface, the 
cam movable so that the cam surface selectively moves toward and away from the cam 
abutment portion, the cam moving to a separated position, wherein the cam surface is 
separated from the cam abutment portion, when the sheet-supply cassette is detached 
from the n^in body: and a detected portion that moves in a linked manner with the cam: 
and the main body including: a cam mover that, when the sheet^supply cassette is 
attached to the n^in body, moves the cam until the cam surface of the camabuts the 
cam abutment portion: and a detection portion that detects the detected portion moved 
in a linked manner with the cam: wherein the cam surface has a shape that varies 
movement amount of the cam into abutment «th the abutment portion by the cam 
mover in accordance with the position of the guide. 
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With respect to claims 9-1 6, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests an image forming device for forming images on sheets, the 
image forming device comprising: a main body and a sheet-supply cassette attachable 
to and detachable from the main body, the sheet-supply cassette including: a guide that 
guides edges of sheets housed in the sheet-supply cassette, the guide being movable 
to change position in accordance with size of housed sheets; a guide cam that changes 
position integrally with the guide, the guide cam having a cam surface; a guide cam 
abutment portion movable selectively toward and away from the guide cam, the guide 
cam abutment portion moving to a separated position separated from the guide cam 
when the sheet-supply cassette is detached from the main body; and a detected portion 
that moves in a linked manner with the guide cahn abutment portion; and the main body 
including: an abutment portion mover that, when the sheet-supply cassette is attached 
to the main body, moves the guide cam abutment portion until the guide cam abutment 
portion abuts the can surface of the guide cam; and a detection portion that detects the 
detected portion moved in a linked manner with the guide cam abutment portion; 
wherein the cam surface of the guide cam has a shape that varies movement amount of 
guide cam abutment portion into abutment with the cam surface by the abutment portion 
mover in accordance with the position of the guide. 
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With respect to claims 1 7-25, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a sheet-supply device for supplying sheets, the sheet-supply 
device comprising: a main body and a sheet-supply cassette attachable to and 
detachable from the main body, the sheet-supply cassette including: a guide that guides 
edges of sheets housed in the sheet-supply cassette, the guide being movable to 
change position in accordance with size of housed sheets; a cam abutment portion that 
moves to a position that corresponds to the position of the guide; a cam with a cam 
surface, the cam movable so that the cam surface selectively moves toward and away 
from the cam abutment portion, the cam moving to a separated position, wherein the 
cam surface is separated from the cam abutment portion, when the sheet-supply 
cassette is detached from the main body; and a detected portion that moves in a linked 
manner with the cam; and the main body including: a cam mover that, when the sheet- 
supply cassette is attached to the main body, moves the cam until the cam surface of 
the cam abuts the cam abutment portion; and a detection portion that detects the 
detected portion moved in a linked manner with the cam; wherein the cam surface has a 
shape that varies movement amount of the cam into abutment with the abutment portion 
by the cam mover in accordance with the position of the guide. 

With respect to claims 26-34, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a sheet-supply device for supplying sheets, the sheet-supply 
device comprising: a main body and a sheet-supply cassette attachable to and 
detachable from the main body, the sheet-supply cassette including: a guide that guides 
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edges of sheets housed in the sheet-supply cassette, the guide being movable to 
change position in accordance with size of housed sheets; a guide cam that changes 
position integrally with the guide, the guide cam having a cam surface; a guide cam 
abutment portion movable etectively toward and away from the guide cam, the guide 
cam abutment portion moving to a separated position separated from the guide cam 
when the sheet-supply cassette is detached from the main body; and a detected portion 
that moves in a linked n^nner with the guide cam abutment portion; and the main body 
including; an abutment portion mover that, when the sheet-supply cassette is attached 
to the main body, moves the guide cam abutment portion until the guide cam abutment 
portion abuts the cam surface of the guide cam; and a detection portion that detects the 
detected portion moved in a linked manner with the guide cam abutment portion; 
Wherein the cam surface of the guide cam has a shape that varies movement amount of 
guide cam abutment portion into abutment with the cam surface by the abutment portion 
moverin accordance with the position of the guide. 

With respect to claims 35-41 . the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests an image forming device for forming images on sheets, the 
in^ge forming device comprising; a h^in body and a sheet-supply cassette attachable 
,0 and detachable from the main body, the sheet-supply cassette including; a cassette 
body having at least a base and a pair of side walls extending from the base; and a 
detected portion provided on at least one of the side walls, the detected portion 
indicating at least one of information relating to sheets housed in the cassette body and 
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information relating the cassette body; and the main body including: a pressing portion 
that, when the sheet-supply cassette is mounted in the main body, presses the detected 
portion against the at least one side wall in a direction perpendicular to direction in 

which the side wall extends from the base; an information detection portion that 
receives repulsive force from the pressing portion pressing against the detected portion 
and that detects the information indicated by the detected portion based on the 
repulsive force; and a side wall support that supports the at least one side wall from 
bending under pressing force of the pressing portion against the detected portion. 

With respect to dairris 42-48, the prior art searched and of record neither 
anticipates nor suggests a sheet-supply device for supplying sheets to an image 
forming device, the sheet-supply device comprising: a main body and a sheet-supply 
cassette attachable to and detachable from the main body, the sheet-supply cassette 
including: a cassette body having at least a base and a pair of side walls extending from 
the base; and a detected portion provided on at least one of the side walls, the detected 
portion indicating at least one of information relating to sheets housed in the cassette 
body and information relating the cassette body; and the main body including: a 
pressing portion that, when the sheet-supply cassette is mounted in the main body, 
presses the detected portion against the at least one side wall in a dire^ 
perpendicular to direction in which the side wall extends from the base; an information 
detection portion that receives repulsive force from the pressing portion pressing 
against the detected portion and that detects the information indicated by the detected 
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portion based on the repulsive force; and a side wall support that supports the at least 
one side wall from bending under pressing force of the pressing portion against the 
detected portion. 

With respect to claim 49, the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor 
suggests a sheet-supply cassette used mounted in a sheet-supply device including a 
side wall supporter, the sheet-supply cassette comprising: a cassette body having at 
least a base and a pair of side walls extending from the base, the base and the pair of 
side walls defining an opening at a front of the cassette body with respect to a mounting 
direction of the cassette body into the sheet-supply device; a detected portion provided 
on at least one of the side walls, the detected portion indicating, in a manner adapted 
for detection by the sheet-supply device, at least one of information relating to sheets 
housed in the cassette body and information relating the cassette body; and a switching 
plate provided separately from the cassette body, the switching plate being switch ably 
movable between a closing-off position and an expansion position, the switching plate 
closing off the front opening when in the closing-off position, the switching plate 
expanding the holding space of the cassette body when in the expansion position to 
enable the cassette body to house larger sheets than when the switching plate is in the 
closing-off position, wherein a free side of the at least one side is provided with a 
supported portion that contacts and is supported by the side wall supporter when the 
sheet-supply cassette is mounted in the sheet-supply device, the supported portion 
extending further from the base than a portion of the switching plate that is positioned 
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near the supported portion. 



With respect to claim 50, the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor 
suggests a sheet-supply cassette adapted for insertion into a sheet-supply device body, 
the sheet-supply cassette comprising; a guide that guides edges of sheets housed in 
the sheet-supply cassette, the guide being movable to change position in accordance 
with size of housed sheets; a cam abutment portion that moves to a position that 
corresponds to the position of the guide; a cam with a cam surface, the cam being 
moved away from the cam abutment portion during an uninserted condition until the 
cam surface is separated from the cam abutment portion and toward the cam abutment 
portion during insertion until the cam surface abuts the cam abutment portion, the cam 
surface having a shape that varies movement amount of the cam into abutment with the 
abutment portion during insertion in accordance with the position of the guide; and a 
detected portion that moves in a linked manner with the cam. 

With respect to claim 51 , the prior art searched and of record neither anticipates nor 
suggests 51 . A sheet-supply cassette adapted for insertion into a sheet-supply device 
body, the sheet-supply cassette comprising; a guide that guides edges of sheets 
housed in the sheet-supply cassette, the guide being movable to change position in 
accordance with size of housed sheets; a cam that moves to a position that 
corresponds to the position of the guide, the cam having a cam surface; a cam 
abutment portion that is moved away from the cam surface during an uninserted 
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condition until the cam abutment portion is separated from the cam surface and toward 
the cam surface during insertion until the cam abutment portion abuts the cam surface; 
and a detected portion that moves in a linked manner with the cam, wherein the cam 
surface has a shape that varies movement amount of the cam abutment portion into 
abutment with the cam surface during insertion in accordance with the position of the 
guide. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 





